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1.0 INTRODUCTION 1 

 Approved by Arkansas voters, the Arkansas State Highway and Transportation 2 
Department (AHTD) is implementing an accelerated State Highway Construction and 3 
Improvement Program named the Connecting Arkansas Program (CAP).  4 
 5 
A major component of the CAP is to implement a project to improve a portion of 6 
Interstate 30 (I-30) from Interstate 530 (I-530) and Interstate 440 (I-440) to Interstate 40 7 
(I-40), including the Arkansas River Bridge, and a portion of I-40 from Highway 365 8 
(MacArthur Drive) to Highway 67.  This project is commonly known as CA0602: I-530 - 9 
Hwy. 67 (Widening & Reconst.) (I-30 & I-40), hereafter referred to as 30 Crossing project.  10 
Figure 1 illustrates the proposed 7.3-mile project limits. 11 

1.1 Existing Facility 12 

I-30 is one of the critical links of the Central Arkansas Freeway System.  It connects 13 
communities within the Central Arkansas Region and serves local, regional and national 14 
travelers with varied destinations and trip purposes.   15 
 16 
The I-30 corridor generally consists of three main lanes in each direction with parallel one-17 
way discontinuous frontage roads on each side of the interstate. In the northern portion 18 
of the project limits, the I-40 corridor consists of three to four main lanes in each direction 19 
with parallel one-way frontage roads on each side of the interstate between the I-30/I-40 20 
interchange and North Hills Boulevard (Blvd.).  Within the 7.3-mile corridor, four system 21 
interchanges are located: 22 
 23 

• I-30 with I-530 and I-440  24 
• I-30 with I-630 25 
• I-30 with I-40 26 
• I-40 with Highways 67/167 27 

1.2 Proposed Alternatives 28 

1.2.1 No-Action Alternative 29 

The No-Action Alternative represents the case in which the proposed project is not 30 
constructed, but could include future projects identified through the long range planning 31 
process for maintaining a state of good repair as funding becomes available.   32 
  33 
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FIGURE 1: PROJECT LOCATION MAP 34 
 35 

 36 
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 37 

1.2.1 Action Alternatives 38 

Two different main lane configurations are under consideration.  Both would include the 39 
replacement of the Arkansas River Bridge.   40 
 41 

• Eight-Lane General Purpose (GP) Alternative would provide four main lanes in each 42 
direction with no Collector Distributor (C/D) lanes. 43 

• Six-Lane with C/D Lanes Alternative would reconstruct the existing six-lane (three 44 
in each direction) roadway while adding two decision lanes on each side that 45 
ultimately feed into a C/D system located at the Arkansas River Bridge.     46 

 47 
The current Highway 10 (Cantrell Road) interchange provides direct access to the 48 
downtown business district of Little Rock.  Its proximity to the Arkansas River Bridge and 49 
the I-30 interchange with I-630 creates a unique level of complexity.  In order to balance 50 
various project goals, two interchange concepts are being considered for this interchange:  51 

• An elevated Single Point Urban Interchange (SPUI) constructed in the same location 52 
as the current interchange;  53 

• A Split Diamond Interchange (SDI) constructed south of the existing interchange at 54 
4th and 9th Streets.   55 

 56 
Combining the two main lane configurations with the two Highway 10 (Cantrell Road) 57 
interchange concepts results in the four Action Alternatives as follows:  58 
 59 

Alternative 1A: 8-Lane GP with SPUI Alternative 60 
Alternative 1B: 8-Lane GP with SDI Alternative  61 
Alternative 2A: 6-Lane with C/D Lanes with SPUI Alternative 62 
Alternative 2B: 6-Lane with C/D Lanes with SDI Alternative 63 

 64 
For detailed information on the Action Alternatives, refer to the 30 Crossing 65 
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed project. 66 
  67 
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 68 

2.0 IDENTIFIED UTILITIES 69 

The assessment of impacts to utilities was carried out in accordance to the following 70 
regulations: 71 
 72 

• Utility Relocations Adjustments and Reimbursement [23 Code of Federal 73 
Regulations (CFR) Part 645 (a)] 74 

• Accommodations of Utilities [23 CFR Part 645 (f)] 75 
 76 
There are 17 commercial utilities identified within the project corridor (Table 1). These 77 
were identified by means of one call, ARKUPS, information provided by Consolidated 78 
Information Group, Inc. (CIG), survey performed by AHTD survey crews, and plans 79 
provided by the Utility Owners. The following types of commercial utilities are believed to 80 
be present: 81 
 82 

• Gas/Petroleum 83 
• Electric 84 
• Water and Sewer 85 
• Telecommunications/CATV 86 

 87 
In addition, the Cities of North Little Rock and Little Rock, and the Union Pacific Railroad 88 
(UPRR) own utilities within the project corridor.  89 
 90 
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AHTD held coordination meetings with the following utility owners: 94 

• CenterPoint Energy 
• Entergy D. 
• Entergy T. 
• NLRED 
• CARKW 
• Comcast Cable 
• Level 3 Communications 
• Millennium Utility Consultants 
• Ritter 
• Unite Private Networks 
• Windstream 
• Southern Diversified Technologies 
• CenturyLink 
• Verizon/MCI 

 95 
Minutes of these meetings are provided in Appendix A. 96 
 97 

3.0   DESCRIPTION OF EXISTING AND PLANNED UTILITIES 98 

3.1 CenterPoint Energy 99 
CenterPoint Energy has natural gas distribution lines crossing I-30 at several locations 100 
throughout the corridor. There are no gas transmission lines in the project area and no 101 
crossing of the Arkansas River on the I-30 Bridge. 102 

3.2 Entergy 103 
Entergy has electric distribution lines through the I-30 and I-40 corridors and 104 
transmission lines at the south and north ends of the corridor. 105 

3.3 AT&T Inc. 106 
AT&T Inc. has fiber cable crossing I-30 at several locations throughout the corridor.  107 

3.4 CenturyLink 108 
CenturyLink has buried fiber optic and telephone cables running from the north end of 109 
the Arkansas River Bridge to their building located on the west side of I-30 between 20th 110 
and 21st Streets (Figure 2). CenturyLink Lightcore is now part of CenturyLink.  111 

3.5 AT&T Arkansas 112 
AT&T Arkansas has buried fiber optic and telephone cables throughout the corridor. 113 
There are nine conduits crossing the Arkansas River Bridge, which contain six fiber 114 
optic (two are leased to Windstream) and three copper cables. Manholes are located on 115 
the south end of the bridge, and handholes are located on the north end for splicing. 116 

3.6 Comcast Cablevision 117 
Comcast Cablevision has buried fiber optic through the I-30 and I-40 corridors. The 118 
crossing of the Arkansas River Bridge is in conduit, with splicing done in the rooms at 119 
both bridge ends.  120 
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FIGURE 2: FIBER OPTIC TRANSFER BUILDING 121 
 122 

3.7 Level 3 Communications 123 
Level 3 Communications has buried fiber optic through the I-30 corridor. The crossing of 124 
the Arkansas River Bridge is in conduit, with splicing done in the rooms at both bridge 125 
ends. Level 3 Communications conduit also lies along Cypress Street south of I-40, and 126 
enters the CenturyLink transfer building through 16 ducts.  127 

3.8 Windstream Communications 128 
Windstream Communications has buried fiber optic through the I-30 corridor. The 129 
crossing of the Arkansas River Bridge is in two AT&T Arkansas ducts, along with one 130 
Windstream duct. 131 

3.9 Verizon Communications 132 
Verizon has two buried fiber optic lines through the I-30 corridor. The fiber lines crossing 133 
the Arkansas River Bridge are leased to Entergy. The ducts enter the rooms at the 134 
south and north ends of the Bridge. 135 

3.10 Central Arkansas Water 136 
Central Arkansas Water has both water and sewer facilities through the I-30 corridor. 137 
The potable water crossing of the Arkansas River is by a 24” pipe attached to the 138 
Bridge.  139 

  140 
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4.0 UTILITY IMPACTS   141 

The proposed Action Alternatives involve minor amounts of right of way acquisition. 142 
Impacts to utilities occur within the existing right of way, due to the roadway 143 
improvements and replacement of the Arkansas River Bridge. The estimated impacts to 144 
utilities resulting from the proposed Action alternatives are itemized by project segment 145 
in Table 2. The estimated impacts are based on the data collection summarized 146 
previously. Actual utility impacts will be verified during the Design-Build process when 147 
detailed survey and subsurface utility information is available. The following 148 
assumptions were utilized to estimate the impacts: 149 
 150 

• Relocation required for all utilities within 10 feet from proposed Edge Of 151 
Pavement (EOP). Ten feet includes curb and gutter, limits of construction, utility 152 
radius and some tolerance for accuracy of horizontal utility information.  153 

• Within the limits of utility impacts (defined as 10 feet from proposed EOP), no 154 
parallel utility is deep enough to remain. 155 

• Transverse utilities are not impacted because they are located below the existing 156 
pavement and the proposed widening would only minimally diminish their vertical 157 
clearance. 158 

 159 
Utilities present on the Arkansas River Bridge and utilizing the buildings at the south 160 
and north ends of the bridge will be impacted by the bridge replacement and the 161 
replacement of the buildings at both bridge ends. 162 
 163 
Electric transmission lines at both the I-30/I-530/I-440 interchange and I-30/I-40 164 
interchange may be affected by the Action Alternatives and may require relocation. 165 
 166 
Several large transverse sewer crossings of I-30 are present. It is unknown at this time 167 
whether the Action Alternatives will have an impact on these sewer lines.   168 
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5.0 POTENTIAL ADJUSTMENTS  172 

For utilities which have a right of occupancy by means of fee title, easement, or another 173 
real property interest, and the acquisition of those prior rights is necessary to construct 174 
the project, those utilities may be entitled to reimbursement for costs associated with 175 
relocation at another location to accommodate the Action Alternatives. It is assumed 176 
that all utilities that existed within the future right of way when the interstate right of way 177 
was acquired, in 1938, are reimbursable. Engineering, acquisition or replacement right 178 
of way, and construction costs may be reimbursable. Reimbursement may also apply to 179 
publicly-owned utilities. At this time, no such reimbursements have been identified. 180 
 181 
For the replacement of the Arkansas River Bridge, several options are being considered 182 
for relocation of the impacted utilities: 183 

• The Design-Build contractor will place new duct bank crossings on the new 184 
Bridge and be responsible for connections to the existing facilities at the bridge 185 
ends 186 

• The utility owners would be responsible for either placing new duct banks on the 187 
new bridge or working out individual agreements to have the work done 188 

• The utilities would not cross the River on the I-30 Bridge, but would bore under 189 
the River 190 

• The utilities would not cross the River on the I-30 Bridge, but would use the 191 
Junction or Clinton Bridges 192 

 193 
Ramp profile adjustments are being evaluated to avoid conflicts with the electric 194 
transmission lines.     195 

196 
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6.0 RIGHT OF WAY CONSIDERATIONS 197 

6.1  Subordinations and Encroachments 198 
A utility corridor may be established within the right of way for relocated utilities. The 199 
location of this corridor and utilities that may be accommodated within it are unknown at 200 
this time. 201 

6.2 Joint Right of Way Acquisition 202 
If utilities cannot be accommodated within the right of way, they may find locations to 203 
relocate outside the right of way and purchase that right of way or property interest with 204 
their own funds. In the case of reimbursable utilities, AHTD may enter into a joint right of 205 
way agreement to assist in the purchase, or solely purchase, the needed right of way. 206 
At this time, it is not known whether any right of way will be needed for utility 207 
accommodation. 208 
 209 
  210 
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7.0 MITIGATION AND AVOIDANCE RECOMMENDATIONS 211 

Most utility companies have the capability to adjust their services without causing major 212 
inconveniences to the customers.  The primary location for concern is the Arkansas 213 
River Bridge, where several critical utilities, including the water line serving North Little 214 
Rock, are located on the existing bridge.  215 
 216 
In general, mitigation measures to the maximum extent feasible will include the 217 
following: 218 
 219 

• Maintaining utility connections in temporary locations; 220 
• Minimizing the time without service, 221 
• Installing alternative or new service before disconnecting the existing services; 222 

and 223 
• Allowing service disruption only during periods of non-usage or minimum usage. 224 

8.0 RECOMMENDATIONS  225 

The recommended procedure for utilities crossing the Arkansas River Bridge is that the 226 
Design-Build contractor place duct bank crossings on the proposed bridge. Utilities on the 227 
existing bridge will then be taken out of service and the utility owners will be responsible 228 
for splicing to the new duct bank prior to demolition of the existing bridge. 229 
 230 
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