
April: PEL Study Begins

Aug: Public Meeting #1 
(Purpose & Need and 
Study Goals)

Nov: Public Meeting #2 
(Universe of Alternatives, 
Screening Process, and 
Preliminary Alternatives)

Jan: Public Meeting #3
(Level 2 Screening and 
Reasonable Alternatives)

April: Public Meeting #4
(Level 3 Screening 
and Proposed PEL 
Recommendation)

July: PEL Study Complete

July/Aug: NEPA Begins 
with 6-Lane and 8-Lane 
Alternatives

Oct: Public Meeting #5 
(Introduction to EA and 
Alternatives)
Nov: Town Hall

April: Public Meeting #6
(EA Update, 3D Videos, 
SPUI and SDI Alternatives) May: RFQ Issued

June: Metroplan Board 
Amends Its Long-Range 
Transportation Plan
June: D-B SOQs Due

Sept: Short List of Three 
D-B Proposers Released

May: Full Draft of RFP 
Issued 

July: Section 106 Begins

Aug: Metroplan Board  
Exempts Project From 
6-lane Freeway Limit 
Policy

Dec: One-on-One Meetings 
Begin with D-B Firms

April: Draft EA submitted 
to FHWA

July: Public Hearing 
(Draft EA and Proposed 
Preferred Alternative)

Sept: Final RFP Issued 

Nov: D-B Proposals Due 

Aug: Environmental 
Document Decision 

Jan: ARDOT Selects D-B 
Firm and Awards Contract 

March: D-B Contract 
Executed

Sept: Section 106 Ends

Future Dates Estimated

Late: Construction Begins

E n v ir o n m e n Ta l  A s s e s s m e n t  P r o c e s s

ARDOT = Arkansas Department of 
     Transportation
D-B = Design-Build
EA = Environmental Assessment
FHWA = Federal Highway Administration
NEPA = National Environmental Policy Act

PEL

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SCHEMATIC

DESIGN-BUILD PROCUREMENT

DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

PHASES LEGEND
PEL = Planning & Environmental Linkages
RFP = Request For Proposals
RFQ = Request For Qualifications
SDI = Split Diamond Interchange
SOQ = Statement of Qualifications
SPUI = Single Point Urban Interchange
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